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Abstract

The objective of the study were to identify the influence of using comic strip as
media to improve the reading comprehension of narrative texts. The subject of this
research was the eleventh grade of SMA Bahrul Ulum Bontang which consists of
22 students in each class. This research was conducted using a quasi-experimental
study. This research used two classes which are divided into experimental and
control classes. The result of the study showed that the t value 5.840 was higher
than t table 2.042 which the use of comic strips significantly improves students’
reading comprehension of narrative texts at SMA Bahrul Ulum Bontang.

Keywords: Reading Comprehension, Narrative Texts, and Comic Strips

INTRODUCTION

People in the world speaks variety of languages. An international language is
required to promote communication between people from various countries.
English is one of the worldwide languages that widely used as a worldwide
language for some reason. First, some of countries use English as their native
language (Norton & Nero, 1997). Then, some of them apply English as their foreign
languages (Broughton et al. 2002). For example, English as a communication tool
and as compulsory subject in Indonesia.

English skills are commonly divisible into receptive skills and productive
skills. Productive skills implicate the creation of messages in orally and writing.
Speaking and writing are included in productive skills. Meanwhile, receptive skills
are English language skill which involves students afford to accept messages in the
form of spoken or written language. Therefore, listening and reading are
categorized as receptive skills.

According to Khasawneh (2021), reading is an important part for the success
of any student in the basic stage. Therefore, comprehending the text is considered
identically valuable to gain the context of the material. However, there are several
reasons why students read less. First, students are apathetic and less active in the
learning process, making reading less efficient. Second is the teacher learning
strategy used. Some teachers still use old methods and strategies in teaching
reading. Their classroom environment is dismal and boring. It does not draw the
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student’s attention to the learning material. As a consequense, their reading
comprehension is still far from the expected target (Anida, 2019).

Teaching reading skill requires concentration on understanding the text.
Teachers must choose appropriate methods to help students understand the material
and they should compose interest in learning process. An exciting learning
condition arise their imaginative. Therefore, professional teachers must be able to
solve and implement good teaching methods. To create it works well, teachers need
to use different types of media to teach English, such as pictures, games, songs,
posters, realia, and etc (Hibbing & Erickson, 2003).

Comic strip is one of the media in comprehending the reading texts which is
more attractive and reduce the boredness from the conventional texts that given
daily (Anida, 2019). Discussing that problem, the researcher stated that used comic
strips in teaching English reading skill is one of teaching assistance that creates the
opportunity to study English more enjoyable. Comic strips are merging images and
sentence that teacher has taught easily and could support the students to
comprehend the content and context. Therefore, the researcher expected that it be
able to encourage students to read and concentrate to the material and to make a fun
learning in English used comic strip.

According to Nugroho et al. (2019), reading comprehension is the ability to
read the texts, process and understand the meaning of the text. A person’s ability to
understand a text is influenced by their characteristics and abilities. One of which
iIs the ability to create inferences. When word recognition is difficult, students use
too much processing ability to read individual words, which hinder with their ability
to understand what they are read.

The researcher determines how this study differs from earlier studies. The
participants were junior high school students in the research from Rengur and
Sugirin (2019) and Putri et al. (2021). Senior high school students are the research
participants in this study. In contrast to the Classroom Action Research (CAR) that
was undertaken in Nafisah and Pratama (2020) and Putri et al. (2021) research, the
researcher in this study used a Quasi-Experimental design.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The research design used in this study was quantitative with quasi-
experimental. In two classes, two groups were chosen. a pre-test was conducted
before treatment. After the pre-test and treatment, a post-test was conducted. The
sample was selected by using the convenience sampling technique. The sample of
this research applied 2 groups and the number of each class was 22 students. The
classes taken for this study were divided into one group as a control class taught
without comic strips as a media of understanding narrative texts and another group
as an experimental class taught with comic strips as a media of understanding
narrative texts. Furthermore, the design model of this study can be classified as
follows:



Table 1 The Design of The Research

Group Pre-test Treatment Post-test
Experiment group | O X 02
Control group O3 - O4

EXPLANATION:

Oq: pre-test in experimental class
Oas: pre-test in control class

X: Treatment

O2: post-test in experimental class
Og4: post-test in control class

Students were sorted into an experimental group and a control group by the
researcher. Each class had ten meetings where the teaching and learning activities
took place. The first meeting's pretest was given by both classes. The definition of
narrative texts is then discussed throughout the second through third meetings in
the experimental class. Purpose, social function, language feature, general structure,
characteristics (types of narrative texts), and narrative text examples were all
covered. From the fourth through the ninth meetings, reading comprehension
assignments were given along with explanations, discussions, and comic strip
media. In contrast, the researcher does not use comic strips to teach reading
comprehension in the control group's fourth through ninth meetings. A post-test
was administered for both the experiment and control groups at the most recent
meeting.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

The researcher performed a t-test in order to determine if using comic strips
improves students' reading comprehension. The results of the t-test were then
utilized to evaluate the null hypotheses.



Independent Samples Test

Table 2 Independent Sample Test

t-test for Equality of Means

95% Confidence
Interval of the
Difference
Sig. (2- Mean Std. Error
T Df tailed) Difference | Difference |Lower Upper
post-test Equal variances
Score assumed 5.840 |30 .000 20.62500 |3.53185 13.41200 |27.83800
Equal variances
not assumed 5.840 |29.858 |.000 20.62500 |3.53185 13.41057 |27.83943

Based on the above calculation, the degree of freedom (df) is 30 (32— 2=30)
and the critical value of df using the 5% significance degree is 2.042 (t table) and
the t value is 5.840. This means that the post-test value of the experimental class is
higher than the value of the control class. The result of the comparison between t
value and t table is 5.840 > 2.042=t value > t table.

The alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted and the null hypothesis (Ho) is
rejected by comparing the t value that is higher than the t table, namely 5.840 >
2.042. It can be proven that the use of comic strips significantly improves students’
reading comprehension of narrative texts at SMA Bahrul Ulum Bontang.

Table 3 Comparison of Experimental and Control Class Scores

Standard Deviation

Mean of pre- | Mean of
Class

test post-test pre-test post-test
Experiment Class 62.50 85.63 12.910 9.639
Control Class 55 65 15.492 10.328




The table above shows that the experimental class students’ mean score in
pre-test mean was 62.50 with the standard deviation was 12.910 while in post-test
the mean score was 85.63 with the standard deviation was 9.639. Whereas in the
control class students’ mean score in pre-test was 55 with the standard deviation
15.492 and in post-test was 65 with the standard deviataion 10.328.

The result of pre-test and post-test from the experimental class show that
there was significantly improves students’ reading comprehension after using
comic strip.

CONCLUSION

This study used a quasi-experimental and quantitative research. Students in
the eleventh grade at SMA Bahrul Ulum Bontang made up of 4 classes was the
study's population. X1 IPA 1 served as the experimental class while XI IPA 2 served
as the control class in sample of this study. The sample was chosen using a
convenience sampling technique without the use of sample criteria. The treatment
was conducted in 8 meetings after the pre-test by using comic strips to improve
students' reading comprehension in reading narrative texts.

Based on the data, it can be concluded that using comic strips as media to
improve students' reading comprehension of narrative material has positive
outcomes for students in grade 11 of SMA Bahrul Ulum Bontang. After using
comics to teach narrative reading comprehension, the experimental class had an
average score of 85.625. This score was higher than the class average score of 62.5
before using comics to teach narrative text reading comprehension. Data were
calculated at the 5% significance level using the SPSS 23 version. Data analysis
also showed that t-score > t-table and 5.840 > 2.042. This indicates that the use of
comic strips significantly improved students' reading comprehension, as the
alternative hypothesis (Ha) was accepted and the null hypothesis (Ho) was rejected.

REFERENCES

Anida, N. (2019). The Use of Comic Strips to Improve the Students’ Reading
Comprehension of Narrative Text (An Action Research At The Seventh Grade
Students of MTsN 3 Medan In Academic Year 2019/2020) (Doctoral
dissertation, Universitas Islam Negeri Sumatera Utara).

Broughton, G., Brumfit, C., Pincas, A., & Wilde, R. D. (2002). Teaching English
as a foreign language. Routledge.

Hibbing, A. N., & Rankin-Erickson, J. L. (2003). A picture is worth a thousand
words: Using visual images to improve comprehension for middle school
struggling readers. The reading teacher, 56(8), 758-770.

Khasawneh, M. A. S. (2021). Developing Reading Skills Among Students with
Learning Disabilities in English. Journal La Edusci, 2(5), 1-8.



Nafisah, B. Z., & Pratama, A. (2020). Using Comic Strips to Improve Students’
Motivation and Reading Comprehension at MA Raudlatusshibyan NW
Belencong. PALAPA, 8(2), 404-417.

Norton, B., & Nero, S. J. (1997). English is my native language... or so I
believe. TESOL quarterly, 31(3), 585-593.

Nugroho, T., Bharati, D. A. L., & Hartono, R. (2019). English teachers perception
on strategies in teaching reading comprehension to motivate the
students. English Education Journal, 9(1), 56-61.

Putri, B. F. S., Pendit, N. P. M. D., & Wulandari, N. P. D. (2021). Improving The
Seventh Grade Students’ Reading Comprehension in Narrative Textsss by
Using Comic Strip at SMP N 6 Pupuan. Jurnal Mahasisya Pendidikan, 3(1),
68-68.

Rengur, Z. A., & Sugirin, S. (2019). The effectiveness of using comic Strips to
increase students’ reading comprehension for the eighth grade students of
SMPN 1 Pundong. Advances in Social Science, Education and Humanities
Research (ASSEHR), 330, 239-243.



KARTU BIMBINGAN KONSULTASI

Nama Mahasiswa  : Annisa Dwi Ismianti
NIM 1 1811102421007
Program Studi : Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris
Judul : The Use of Comic Strips as Media to Improve Reading
Comprehension of Narrative Texts the Students of SMA Bahrul Ulum
Bontang
NO | TANGGAL MATERI BIMBINGAN T. TANGAN
PEMBIMBING
- 23 Juii 2022 M v at org Poryvsunan Nasgat, Publicas L-:
- 22 Ags 2022 Menentukon Sinkra  Publish ﬂ‘:
3 Iz s ept 2022] Peayvsunan Nageal, Pubiicas (E:
4. 17 Seps 201 Maembahas Naskal, Pubiitensi <
> oo Sept 022 Membabias Nagkal Pubiikasi N9
6 § Orr 2012 Menyvsva Nasical Pubiivasi 1A
7 17 Ok 20t Revisi Tlasial  Pobiivas; o
8 26 Oee o] @avisi  Tlageal  Puniiteag; l
> IS Nov 2072 F\‘nmlsmsi /}‘
1019 Des 2012 | Finatisas: U{ZL

B A L .
#1-Keta'Program Studi
o7 "(LOGRAM S

e
N

Q .
1750
"é!.(‘w. - ‘:‘
oW Gl ”
\ 7)'&‘\ P
{f_ s
iy
Al

=~

A
7

Khusnul Khatimah, S.Pd., M.Pd
“"NIDN. 1128068901

Dosen Pembimbing Skripsi

(

Yeni Rahma

NIDN. Ill3(i

L,

88301




The Use of Comic Strips as
Media to Improve Students’
Reading Comprehension of
Narrative Texts at SMA Bahrul
Ulum Bontang

by Annisa Np 1301

Submission date: 13-Jan-2023 11:40AM (UTC+0800)

Submission ID: 1992104110

File name: JURNAL_ABSTRACT-CONCLUSION_ANNISA_DWI_ISMIANTI.docx (305.73K)
Word count: 1555

Character count: 8464




The Use of Comic Strips as Media to Improve Students’
Reading Comprehension of Narrative Texts at SMA Bahrul
Ulum Bontang

ORIGINALITY REPORT

29 27« 16x 10«

SIMILARITY INDEX INTERNET SOURCES PUBLICATIONS STUDENT PAPERS
PRIMARY SOURCES
eprints.iain-surakarta.ac.id 3
Internet Source %

journals.umkt.ac.id 3%

Internet Source

jurnal.lp2Zmsasbabel.ac.id 2%

Internet Source

'

etheses.iainponorogo.ac.id 2%

Internet Source

[

ejournal.unesa.ac.id
In!e-rne( Source 2%

H

journal.staihubbulwathan.id 2%

Internet Source

El

ojs.unida.ac.id 2%

Internet Source

El

repositori.uin-alauddin.ac.id 1 %

Internet Source

H




